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Schedule

Friday August 10

7:30PM ¢ 8:00 | Worship
8:00 ¢ 9:30 | Message
9:30 | Refreshments

Saturday August 11

2:00PM ¢ 2:20 | Worship

2:20 ¢ 3:50 | Message

4:00 ¢ 5:00 | Q&A Discussion

5:00 ¢ 5:45 | Small Groups

6:00 | Dinner

7:30 C 9:00 | Message

9:00 ¢ 9:30 | Small Groups & Prayer

Sunday August 12
11:29AM | Worship Service @ Warm Springs Community Center



SEX WAS GOD'S IDEA
God's Plan for a Beautiful Marriage

How can those who are young keep their way pure? By living according to your word.
--Psalm 119:9

Take delight in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.
--Psalm 37:4

Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral.
--Hebrews 13:4

Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?"
"What did Moses command you?" he replied. They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a
certificate of divorce and send her away." "It was because your hearts were hard that Moses
wrote you this law," Jesus replied. "But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and
female." 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh." So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined
together, let no one separate.

--Mark 10:2-9

So God created human beings in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created t hem. God bl essed themé T
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman," for she was taken out of man." For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.
The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
--Genesis 1:27-28, 2:23-25

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit yourselves to your own
husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of
the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for heréhusban
He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, people have never hated their own bodies, but
they feed and care for them, just as Christ does the church - for we are members of his body.
"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife." Thisis a
profound mystery - but | am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also
most love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
--Ephesians 5:21-32

SEVEN BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR A BEAUTIFUL MARRIAGE



. The principle of transcendence (marriage is established by God)
. The principle of exclusivity (one man and one woman)

. The principle of permanence

. The principle of unity

. The principle of priority

. The principle of servanthood (submission and self-sacrifice)

. The principle of God-pleasing sex

FOUR MODERN MYTHS ABOUT SEX

. Sex is a harmless and innocent physical enjoyment. (Do it because it feels good.)
. Sex is a bodily need, no different from eating, drinking, and breathing.

. It is good to have some sexual experience before marriage, so you will know how to
do it, when you get married.

. Itis good to have sex with someone before you decide if you want to marry
them. (You wouldn't buy a pair of shoes without first trying them on, would you?)



DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES, 2000 BCSTYLE

So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph's care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern
himself with anything except the food he ate. Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and
after awhile his master's wife took notice of Joseph and said, "Come to bed with me!"

But he refused. "With me in charge," he told her, "my master does not concern himself with
anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this
house than 1 am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife.
How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" And though she spoke to Joseph
day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.

One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was
inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, "Come to bed with me!" But he left his cloak in
her hand and ran out of the house.

When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, she called her
household servants. "Look," she said to them, "this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport
of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but | screamed. When he heard me scream for help, he
left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.

She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. Then she told him this story: "That
Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. But as soon as | screamed for
help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house."

When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, "This is how your slave treated me,"
he burned with anger. Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's
prisoners were confined©é

--Genesis 39:6-21
What thoughts might have gone through Joseph's head when he was propositioned by Mrs.
Potiphar?
What were his reasons for refusing?

How do you survive in a society where most of your acquaintances (and some of your friends)
think your ideas about sexual behavior are odd?



SOME BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES ON LOVE, SEX, AND MARRIAGE

So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one

of the man's ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman
from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said,
"This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman' for she was taken out of man."
For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked and they felt no shame.
--Genesis 2:21-25

He
How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how beautiful! Your eyes are doves.
She

How handsome you are, by beloved! Oh, howcharmi ng! And our bed
He

Like a lily among thorns is my darling among young women.

She

Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest is my beloved among the young men.
| delight to sit in his shade, and his fruit is sweet to my taste.
Let him lead me to the banquet hall, and let his banner over me be love.
Strengthen me with raisins, refresh me with apples, for I am faint with love.
His left hand is under my head, and his right arm embraces me.
--Song of Songs 1:15-2:6

Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed be kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral.
--Hebrews 13:4

Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins people commit are outside their bodies, but those

who sin sexually sin against their own bodies. Do you not know that your bodies are temples of
the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you

were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.
--1 Corinthians 6:18-20.

It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that each of you should learn to control your own

body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know

God; and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The
Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before. For
God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.

Therefore any one who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very

God who gives you his Holy Spirit.
--1 Thessalonians 4:3-8
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SOME PASSAGES THAT MIGHT RELATE TO LUST AND PORNOGRAPHY

Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which war
against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

--1 Peter 2:11-12

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him
who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

--2 Peter 1:3-4

So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in
the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts, having
lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of
i mpuritye

That, however, is not the way of life you learned when you heard about Christ and were taught in
him according to the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in
the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness.

--Ephesians 4:17-24

See also:

Matthew 5:27-30

Romans 6:19 (the pornography progression: addiction-escalation-desensitization)
1 Corinthians 10:13

Colossians 3:1-4

Romans 12:1-2 (C. S. Lewis's comments on our post-Genesis 3 sex drives)

"The best way to overcome temptation is not to try to hate sin more, but to love Jesus
more." (Remember Psalm 37:4)



SOME INTERESTING FINDINGS FROM RESEARCH ON SEX
BEFORE MARRIAGE AND COHABITATION (TRI AL MARRIAGE)

20-25% of cohabitors experience physical aggression and violence from their partners. as
opposed to 5% of married couples. (Family Research Institute)

If they marry, they have 35-50% higher rate of divorce than couples who did not cohabit before
marriage. (Family Research Institute)

Other studies found rates as high as 80%. (‘Yale University)
Non-virgin brides have a 60% higher divorce rate than virgin brides. (University of Maryland)

Women are 62 times more likely to be assaulted by a live-in boyfriend than by a husband. (US
Department of Justice)

Cohabiting couples argue, shout, and hit more than married couples (Pennsylvania State
University)

In cohabiting couples, women have rates of depression 3 times higher than married women.
(National Institute of Mental Health)

Cohabiting couples who later marry report unhappier marriages and lower levels of marital
satisfaction than couples who marry without first cohabiting.

They also have a higher rate of extramarital affairs.

They also have more difficulty resolving conflict.

They also report having a more superficial and significantly weaker relationship.

72% of couples who wait until marriage for sex report high sexual enjoyment in marriage. 41%

of couples who were sexually active before marriage report high sexual enjoyment in marriage.

Website: members. aol.com/cohabiting



SOME DATA ON HOMOSEXUALITY
78% of homosexuals are affected by sexually transmitted diseases (AIDS, syphilis, gonorrhea,
etc).

48% of leshians and 39% of gays report experiencing violence from their partners (Family
Research Institute)

25-33% of active homosexuals are alcoholics.
50% of suicides are committed by active homosexuals.
Median age of death for active homosexuals is 42 and 9% live past 65.

Active homosexuals are 100 times more likely than average people to be murdered (usually by
another homosexual).

21% of lesbians die of murder, suicide, or traffic accident (534 times higher than the rate for
heterosexual women).

50% of women on death row are lesbians.

The average homosexual has between 20 and 106 sexual partners per year (New England Journal
of Medicine).

43% have over 500 sexual partners in their lifetime.

The average length of gay "marriages™ (committed relationships) is 3.5 years. The average
length of lesbian commmitted relationships is 2.2 years.

Website: traditioninaction.org/HotTopics

New Testament passages relating to homosexuality:
Romans 1:24-27
1 Corinthians 6:9-11
1 Timothy 1:8-11



CAN HOMOSEXUALITY BE C HANGED?

Dr. Robert Spitzer, Professor of Psychiatry at Columbia University, was the primary activist who
worked to remove homosexuality from the American Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disordeis 1973. At that time he stated that he was sure that
homosexual orientation could not be changed. Following his lead, the APA code of ethics still
maintains that it is unethical for psychiatrists to attempt therapy to change the orientation of
homosexuals. In 2001 he announced that he has changed his mind. His research shows that after
counseling or therapy 67% of subjects who desired to change their orientation reported good
heterosexual functioning and that it was maintained at a follow-up of five years.

Spitzer concluded that change is usually not "either/or" (complete change), but a continuum seen
as a diminishing of homosexual attraction and an increasing of heterosexual attraction. Spitzer
also reported that even when there was no actual change in sexual attraction, but behavioral
control and self-identity, subjects reported improvement in overall emotional health and
functioning. Spitzer commented that the people in his research who had the greatest influence on
his change of mind were the born-again Christians who believed their transformed life-styles
were the result of their dependence on the power and resources of God.

The most recent and extensive research (a two-year study that ended in 1997) reported that
before treatment 68% of subjects reported themselves as exclusively or almost entirely
homosexual, and 22% as more homosexual then heterosexual. After treatment, 13% reported
themselves as exclusively or almost entirely homosexual, 33% exclusively or almost entirely
heterosexual. 99% of subjects at the conclusion of the study reported that they believe treatment
can be effective and valuable. 63% were still in treatment at the end of the study. The study is
considered to be the most detailed investigation of this subject to date.

Source: National Association for Research and Therapy of Homosexuality



