
Letter 12: Christian Complacency 

 Lie: You can love the world AND God at the same time 
 

Sermon PPT 

 

Small Group Discussion Questions: 

Screwtape Letters Link  

Ideally read and discuss Screwtape Letter 12 prior to the study 

 

1) Complacency 

a) Read Romans 7:14-25 

b) Share a time when you struggled to do something you should do (or do something you you 

shouldn’t have). Why was it such a struggle?  

c) What does christian complacency look like? 

d) Honestly share how you feel your church life as been going? How does it feel to serve at church? 

(Boring, exciting, full of surprises, routine, etc).  

e) If church and ministry feels boring and routine lately, why is that? Does it need to feel boring and 

routine? What does the fact that it feels boring and routine do to your faith in God?  

 

2) Pleasures 

a) Screwtape’s first advice to Wormwood is to keep his patient as bored as possible, maintain routines 

and allow him as little pleasure as possible. What is it about routines and boredom that damages 

faith?  

b) Conversely, how might pleasures (even “nonchristian” pleasures)  build faith?  

c) How can you inject more pleasures into your daily/weekly life?  

d) How can pleasures be twisted to damage faith instead?  

 

3) Repentance 

a) Discuss what this lie means: Little sins do not count as real sins.  

b) Paul’s conclusion in Romans 7 is that the means to break out of his own tendencies to do the 

wrong things or not do the right things rests in Jesus. Why might a knowledge of Jesus draw us to 

doing the right things and not do the wrong things.  

c) Discuss what repentance is and isn’t (see list below) - what role does true repentance have on 

christian complacency?  

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dJbgtPYMWMKKYzH1oJLsZvnoZq3-TiUD6xmNjbjtIW4/edit#slide=id.p
http://www.samizdat.qc.ca/arts/lit/PDFs/ScrewtapeLetters_CSL.pdf


Repentance isn’t just : 

- An apology 

- Feeling bad/guilty 

- Feeling sorry for oneself 

- Feeling bad for hurt party 

- Making amends/reparation 

- Improving your behaviour to not sin 

anymore 

Repentance is: 

- A right perception of God’s holiness 

- A reorientation of one’s life and mind 

towards the reality of God’s holiness 

 

 
Scripture:  

14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I 

do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself 

who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature.[c] For I have the desire 

to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on 

doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 21 So I find this law at 

work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at 

work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched 

man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature[d] a slave to the law of sin. (Romans 7: 14-25) 

 
Key Points:  

 

1) Romans 7:14-25 

 

2) Screwtape Sermon 6 

a) First few letters were to tempt new believers  

b) This letter is aimed at a more mature believer 

c) God warns us of complacency, of lukewarm christianity... 

 

3) Letter 12: Complacency 

a) A lot to unpack here but to summarize... 

b) Lie: little sins dont count as real sins 

c) We know we’re not supposed to murder anymore...but whats the harm in slandering a coworker behind their back. We 

know we’re not supposed to commit adultery….but what’s the harm in sneaking a peak at someone we find attractive? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28110c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28117d


4) Screwtape’s patient 

a) He’s not doing too well…read 

b) Still going to church and praying...but finds these duties burdensome and a chore - something to do out of habit 

c) Believes that nothing is really wrong with him beyond some innocent daliances with new friends and hobbies 

d) Not repenting  

e) Something doesn’t feel quite right 

f) This sound famliar to anyone here? Just me? 

 

5) How did he get here? 

a) First 11 letters worth of lies in getting him here 

i) Lies to pull him from genuine prayer 

ii) Lies to worsen his relationship with mother 

iii) Lies to convince him that natural peaks and valleys of christian life aren’t normal 

iv) Lies to keep him surrounded with nonbelievers who draw him further from the trut  

b) Basically just normal christian living… 

c) This state has at least 3 effects that screwtape describes  

6) 1rst effect: 

a) Prayer and ministry has become a chore and habit - similar to how kids approach chores  

b) Read passage 

c) This is a sin in not treasuring and valueing God as he should. 

7) 2nd effect 

a) Hiding from God - similar to how a man in debt might feel about looking at his bank account 

b) Read passage 

c) Sin of not trusting in a trustworthy God 

8) 3rd effect  

a) Dulled pleasures  

b)  

9) A note on pleasure 

a) Which side is more fun, heaven or hell 

b) Oliver Twists’ Mr Bumble’s “for what we are about to receive, may the lord make us truly thankful” 

c) When we truly appreciate a sunrise, we use words like good and glorious to descrbe it - not hellish 
 
 

- Don’t let patient become aware of the deteriorating state of his own soul 

- Let him keep going to church to lull him into thinking he’s still doing fine spiritually 

- Patient will naturally become reluctant to think of God and truly repent - will crave distractions from prayer and other spiritual duties 

- Will eventually be tempted from prayer with even things he doesn’t particularly enjoy 

- “I now see that I spent most of my life in doing neither what I ought nor what I liked.” 

- Small sins work just as well as big sins - “the only thing that matters is the extent to which you separate the man from the Enemy. It 

does not matter how small the sins are provided that their cumulative effect is to edge the man away from the Light and out into the 

Nothing.” 

- “The safest road to Hell is the gradual one - the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, 

without signposts.” 
 



As long as he retains externally the habits of a Christian he can still be made to think of himself 
as one who has adopted a few new friends and amusements but whose spiritual state is much 
the same as it was six weeks ago. And while he thinks that, we do not have to contend with the 
explicit repentance of a definite, fully recognised, sin, but only with his vague, though uneasy, 
feeling that he hasn’t been doing very well lately. 
 
 
Hate the idea of confronting God 

- adam/eve 
- Peter encounter god 

 
Pleasure and temptation 
As the uneasiness and his reluctance to face it cut him off more and more from all real 
happiness, and as habit renders the pleasures of vanity and excitement and flippancy at once 
less pleasant and harder to forgo (for that is what habit fortunately does to a pleasure) you will 
find that anything or nothing is sufficient to attract his wandering attention 
 
All the healthy and outgoing activities which we want him to avoid can be inhibited and nothing 
given in return, so that at last he may say, as one of my own patients said on his arrival down 
here, “I now see that I spent most of my life in doing neither what I ought nor what I liked”. 
 
Advice 

- Dim his pleasures and make them routine and bland and boring 
 
Counter advice: 

- Find real pleasures 
 
I have prayed for you peter 


